
the Saviour and Lord? As we approach the season of Lent we can take 
time to reflect on these questions. Many people around the world focus 
their energy on the three disciplines of prayer, fasting and giving to the 
poor during lent. These disciplines are designed to help us strip back 
the clutter in our lives and examine what’s really important. Our theme 
during Lent is “Living Simply so that Others May Simply Live”. If you are 
not part of a small group why not join up with some others and form a 
Connect group for the Lent season. Suggested Bible readings, thoughts 
from various authors and reflection questions will be available and you 
are encouraged to create a “Living Simply Jar”. In the jar we will place 
money we save by fasting from something. At the end of Lent we will 
give the money away to a chosen project. I encourage all of us to be 
fully engaged in Lent as we prepare for the Easter season.

 

Lent: giving something in return
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Earlier this year on a Wednesday morning I preached about 
the conversion of Saul and it was a great reminder of what a 
transforming God we have. One day Saul was arranging the murder 
of Christians and the next he was arrested by the truth of Jesus Christ 
as Saviour and Lord. Then on Sunday we baptised fourteen people. The 
gospel truly is the power of God unto salvation for those who believe. 
Many of our brothers and sisters in other parts of the world face 
persecution and even death when they make this public declaration 
of their faith. It is worth taking the time to reflect on our own baptism 
and following of Jesus Christ. The Lord Jesus Christ gave everything in 
order that we might have life and know a daily living relationship with 
the Creator of the universe. It is worth asking – what do I give in return? 
Are my hopes and dreams and plans given over to the Lord? Does how 
I spend my time and money and energy reflect a love relationship with 

So baptism, huh? So many questions. Should I? Shouldn’t I? Is it 
necessary or is it just an outward symbol of an inner change? For 
Jesus and the early church, baptism seemed to be more closely linked 
to the whole salvation message than what may be understood in this 
day and age.

The physical act:  Being intentionally 
submerged or sprinkled with water 

(for the below purposes). The biblical weight of it:  A cleansing of past 
sin and our old life and a spiritual unification with Jesus. Romans 6:2-5

I’ve come across people 
who say that baptism isn’t 

important in the whole scheme of becoming Christian and quote the 
scripture “That if you confess with your mouth and believe in your 
heart... you’ll be saved”. This statement is true – to a point. Though 
shouldn’t this belief also amount to a faith response and, dare I say 
it, that dirty word OBEDIENCE? If nothing else, Jesus commanded us 
to do it: “Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptising 
them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit” 
Matthew 28:19

 
 

I was of the mind that infant baptism was a cute thing to do, but 
pointless - until I came across this scripture “For the unbelieving 
husband has been sanctified through his wife, and the unbelieving 
wife has been sanctified through her believing husband. Otherwise 
your children would be unclean, but as it is, they are holy.” 1 Cor 7:14. 
After reading this my whole opinion changed on the matter. If, a 
believing couple is choosing to raise their child in Christ then why 

So what is baptism?

Why should we be baptised?

Does it still count if I was baptised as a baby?

About baptism

not start them off in good stead? What about those that weren’t born 
into a believing household and were baptised? Well, to me that’s a bit 
goofy but I think that would become a conscience thing for the new 
believer. If you feel that was enough then great, but if you feel the 
need to be baptised again then just do it.

Short answer; anyone who 
receives salvation.  If you look at 

the apostle Paul’s conversion in Acts 9 there was obviously need for 
him to be baptised – “But he was a murderer and blasphemer!” I hear 
someone cry. Okay then, so what about our lord and master Jesus? 
Even he demonstrated the need for water baptism, yet he was sinless! 
If Jesus was baptised how much more should we be? 

By Andrew Clark

Who should be baptised?

Above: “Miracle baby” Jasmin (daughter of Janet and Rob) getting baptised at our 9am service.



IGNITION YOUTH MINISTRIES
Back to school! <groans with one or two yays from the 
keen ones>.

Some of you are beginning at a new school, others are facing 
NCEA this year, and a couple are moving on to tertiary study or 
employment. No matter what’s happening for you this year, God 
is with you no matter what. Just put your faith in him and his 
plans for your life.

Youth group started back this month <thunderous applause 
with one or two mehs from grumpy ones>.

We have a youth program at the 9am service every Sunday 
during school terms, and Ignition Intermediates (Yr 7&8) 
6-7.30pm and Ignition High School (Yr 9-13) 7.30-9.30pm on 
Fridays. Come along and bring your friends! Some special events 
to watch out for:

‘Passion’ – combined Anglican youth event on Friday 24 
February, marking the beginning of Lent (what’s Lent? Come and 
find out!). Year 7-13, at St George’s Epsom, featuring free pancakes!

Beach Day – Saturday 3 March

Sports Night – Year 9-13 on Friday 16 March. Cost $5.

Also, if you go to Massey High, keep an eye out on Friday 
afternoons on Don Buck Road just past the Mad Butcher... I’m 
often there giving away free iceblocks, chocolates or sausage 
sizzle. And don’t try and cross the road and pretend that you 
don’t know me, I will chase you down and embarass you in front 
of your friends.

Coming soon on Easter weekend (Apr 6-9) is our favourite youth 
camp E-Fest which is a combined Anglican event featuring 
music, games, messages, sports and just hanging out with good 
people. Start saving now, so you can be part of what many of 
Ignition youth describe as the highlight of their year.

I believe this year is going to be one of the best years we’ve ever 
had at Ignition!

Dion Fasi, Youth Pastor  
<mixture of yays, mehs and wolf whistles>

Try your skills at this dot-to-dot!Baptism photos
Sunday 14 February 2012
14 parishioners got baptised in the Kerr’s pool on Sunday 14 
February. Some responses on why they wanted to be baptised: 
“I want to be a follower of the Lord” (Jessica), “God loves me” (Loreen),  
“I feel that is what God wants me to do” (John), “I want to start a new 
life following God” (Alex). More photos on our facebook page.



Normal Occupation: Project Manager
Role in Vestry: Personnel/Property Management
Why are you on Vestry? To contribute to our 
community.
What are your hopes for our church in 2012? That we 
can grow in Christ to become more effective servants 
of our wider community.

Normal Occupation: Lecturer AUT University
Role in Vestry: Peoples Warden/Synod rep
Why are you on Vestry? Technically I am on vestry as 
the Peoples’ Warden and as a Synod Rep. My reason 
for staying on in 2012 is that it takes a while to know what one 
needs to do, so staying on provides continuity. It feels like I have 
been on vestry forever. I have skills that are useful and a passion to 
be of service.
What are your hopes for our church in 2012? My hope for our 
church is that it grows in a sustainable way- the church as a family 
and each member of the church family becomes stronger in their 
faith in such a way they all becomes disciples of Christ out in the 
world. My heart is to serve through good stewardship and grow 
community and people. It is what I do for a job too.

Normal Occupation: ASB Customer Service Officer
Role in Vestry: Finance Team, youth liason
Why are you on Vestry? To help support the financial and 
administrative needs of the church.
What are your hopes for our church in 2012? That we as a church 
will draw closer to Jesus and to each other. That the love we 
share will draw other people in. That God’s power and presence 
among us will increase, as we are faithful to the ‘good news’ of the 
Kingdom, that the community will know the God dwells with His 
people. I believe it is to be year of exciting possibilities!

Role in Vestry: Treasurer

Introducing our 
vestry 2012

Used with permission of Radio Free Babylon

Normal Occupation: Youth Justice Social Worker
Why are you on Vestry? A couple of people approached me about 
being on Vestry, I’ve never been on a Vestry before, it interested me 
so, let’s see what I can offer
What are your hopes for our church in 2012? Building Project – 
this blows my mind.  It is so exciting, I can’t wait to see God moving 
in all those details. Also, exploring and challenging myself and 
others in their personal Christian lifestyles.

Normal Occupation: Theatre Nurse and mum
Role in Vestry: Secretary and Children’s Ministry liason
Why are you on Vestry? Habit. And wanting to contribute to the 
running of my church to further God’s Kingdom in our community.
What are your hopes for our church in 2012? Growth! In numbers, 
in love and in our relationship with our Lord. 

Role in Vestry: Vicar’s Wardens

Pauline Feltham

Monique Brocx

Noeline Clark

Denis Carver

Amy Clark

Philip Bexley

Sam Mobsby

Helen Mobsby

Above: (l-r) back row: Pauline Feltham, Amy Clark, Philip Bexley, Denis Carver; front row: 
Learne McGrath, Monique Brocx, Noeline Clark, Sam Mobsby. Not pictured: Helen Mobsby. 



Easter weekend
Friday 6 - Sunday 8 April
Good Friday 
10am: A service reminding us of the events of Good Friday 
12-3pm: Three hour prayer vigil

Easter Sunday 

9am and 11am: Worship services 
4.30pm: Community Easter egg treasure hunt (details to come)

At the Annual General Meeting in November 2011 the building committee reported 
that after receiving the news in January 2011 that most of our land is uncompacted 
mixed fill which presents serious difficulties for construction, they decided to explore 
whether alternative sites might be available and spent about nine months looking at 
a selection of locations, but found nothing that was suited to our requirements at this 
time.  So attention was given to the land between our church and the house we rent 
and our architect has shown us a promising proposal indicating that what we need 
could be fitted between the two. Approval would be needed from the neighbour at 4 
Holmes Drive and we would obviously need to purchase 24 Moire Rd.

Prior to Christmas, 4 Holmes Drive became available for sale and with the approval of 
Diocesan Council and the parish meeting on 1 February we have purchased that property.  
We will now be able to give ourselves permission to do the building project.  We still need 
to purchase 24 Moire Rd and the owner has now indicated he is ready to sell and has 
offered us first refusal.  Please pray as we work our way through the process.

We currently have around $20,000 in our building fund and we will have to start 
drawing down on that this year. Further gifts to the building fund are needed. The 
Diocesan Development Fund has paid about $10,000 of the costs of investigation and 
architect’s advice on our behalf and that grant is now expended. The Diocesan Council 
has confirmed their commitment of $500,000 towards our project though it will be a 
couple of years before they have the funds in hand.

You can direct any queries to members of the Building Committee or to any Vestry 
member.

Don Battley, Warren Bexley, Learne McGrath, Sam Mobsby, Chris Clark

Connect groups are a great way to establish some connections with others in the 
church. They are also a really good way to assist in your connection with the Lord (he 
had a connect group of 3 and 12 and more when you count families and others). They 
can also be an ideal  place where you connect your friends who are yet to know Jesus. 
Make sure you have got a leaflet telling you about Connect groups. Sign up for a group 
and especially remember that Lent starts this week so GET CONNECTED!

6 Moire Rd, Massey	 VICAR:
PO Box 79305, royal heights, 0656	 Rev Learne McGrath 
ph 09 832 5998	 PH 09 832 1545
office@masseyanglican.org.nz	 MOB 021 984 002
www.masseyanglican.org.nz	 vicar@masseyanglican.org.nz

Events calendar
February

wed 22

Ash Wednesday Imposition 
of Ashes will be conducted at 
10am Holy Communion and at 
a special service at 7pm to start 
the Lent season as we prepare 
to commit ourselves afresh 
to following the Lord on this 
journey to Easter.

thur 23 Clothing sort  
1.30pm Church house garage.

March

sun 11

Newcomer’s Afternoon Tea  
3pm at the vicarage.  If you are 
new to the Church of the Good 
Shepherd you are welcome at 
this event. Please let the office 
know if you are attending.

fri 16 & 
sat 17

24 Hours of Prayer 8am-8am. 
Join in praying for those in need 
and poverty both here in New 
Zealand and around the world.  
Sign up for half hour slots and 
pray at church where you will 
find articles and ideas to inform 
your prayers.  

April

fri 6

Good Friday service  
10am at the church.

Three-hour prayer vigil  
12-3pm at the church.

sun 8

Easter Sunday worship services 
9am & 11am at the church. 

Community Easter egg treasure 
hunt (details to be advised).  

Building project update

Are you connected to somebody?  
How’s your connection with God?


